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HELPING YOU STAY

FOR 75 YEARS

1941-2016

1941

Testing for radon in
residential homes began

Rules and

regulations for the
disposal of sewage
were approved

1970

@

Washtenaw County
Public Health,

originally called the

Washtenaw County

Health Department,

was established with six
employees and an
annual budget of
$18,750

(@)
\

Washtenaw County
received its first
shipment of Salk polio
vaccine for
first and
second
graders;
by 1966,
there were
no new cases
of polio
reported in
the county

1961

Washtenaw County
passed the Clean Indoor Air
Regulation to prevent
smoking at work sites and
public places

IS 1995

v/

Washtenaw became
the first county in
Michigan to have a
communications
network between
ambulances and
hospitals

S\

2003

Washtenaw County
Public Health was awarded
national accreditation from the
Public Health Accreditation
Board
The first Health Improvement
Plan (HIP) survey was
completed. HIP improves
health in Washtenaw County
by facilitating partnerships,
providing data, and developing
strategies



MISSION
To assure, in partnership with the community, the

conditions necessary for people to live healthy lives
through prevention and protection programs

core values

« We will emphasize prevention to keep our community
healthy and safe

o We will lead the development of effective public health
interventions in partnership with the community

« We will promote social justice and reduce inequities
affecting the health of all in Washtenaw County

« We will abide by ethical principles, take responsibility
for our commitments, and use our resources wisely

board

The oversees our
programs and services and advises the Washtenaw
County Board of Commissioners on health issues,
health priorities, and potential solutions. In 2016, they
took action to support equity in the county, LGBTQ
safe and supportive learning environments, Tobacco
21, the Affordable Care Act, and preserving local
public health authorities and powers.

HEALTH EQUITY
COMMUNITY
VOICE

Where we live, our access to health care and healthy food, and our
educational and employment opportunities affect how healthy we are.
These "social determinants of health" are not fairly distributed within our
communities. We are working to expand the definition of health to address
these social, economic, and environmental inequities in order to support
health for everyone in Washtenaw County.

During the summer of 2016, we used our own

and Encuesta Buenos Vecinos data, in addition to other
quantitative and qualitative resources, to identify communities that
experience systemic, avoidable, and unjust differences in health status and
mortality rates. In community conversations, Washtenaw County Public
Health staff and community members built relationships while discussing
local data and health priorities. Thanks to a partnership with the Ann Arbor
Area Community Foundation, mini-grants were provided for
residents to implement projects that will make their communities
healthier places to live, work, and play.

Community leaders led conversations in the Latino community, the South of Michigan
Avenue neighborhood in Ypsilanti, West Willow, and Whitmore Lake. Left to Right: Felipe
Riafo, Cherisa Allen, Jo Ann McCollum, and Marta Larson.


http://www.ewashtenaw.org/government/departments/public_health/health-promotion/hip
http://www.ewashtenaw.org/government/departments/public_health/health-promotion/hip
http://www.ewashtenaw.org/government/departments/public_health/admin/board-of-health/washtenaw-county-board-of-health

THIS 1S
PUBLIC

2,538

patients

299
80

6,579

patient visits

Thanks to our partners, My

Community Dental Centers, Saint

HEALTH

5 ’ 72 5 pregnant women, infants, and

children up to age five received food and
nutrition education each month through
81% of moms started breastfeeding.

1,875

home visits done to support healthy
pregnancies and a healthy first year for babies.

1,042

were assisted with case management,
care coordination, and support.

2,9670189
600 S
641

No children tested had
lead poisoning.
for 585 patients

1,044

for 741 patients

Joseph Mercy Health System, the
Washtenaw Health Plan, and
Washtenaw County!

2 tested positive
(1 bat, 1 skunk)

We tested the continuity of operation
plans and a new antibiotic dispensing
model, worked with seniors

to promote individual

preparedness, and

partnered with Univer-

sity of Michigan School
of Public Health students on
environmental health and

climate change.

3 8 households, on average, were provided
with free, healthy groceries every month
during

done in partnership with Food Gatherers.

$2 ,9 5 8 of coupons were redeemed at farmers
markets by 179 participants.

supported healthy food
changes at 8 city and county parks, 9 pantries in partnership with
Food Gatherers, and at the Washtenaw County Children’s
Services

$21,385 was spent on

fruits and vegetables at
farmers markets by 336

participants thanks to our
partnerships with 12 health
clinics and social service
organizations and funding
from Saint Joseph Mercy
Health System and other
partners.




ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH IS
PUBLIC HEALTH

We distributed 527
home radon test kits in
2016. 30% of tests
conducted in the
county had elevated
radon results.

169

(mold, bed bugs, unsanitary
conditions, standing water, trash)

343

Soil evaluations are done for new
and replacement septic systems.

Food service establishments are inspected once
every six months. Search for the inspection
reports of your favorite restaurants anytime

on our website.

9



http://www.ewashtenaw.org/government/departments/environmental_health/food_safety/eh_restaurantaccept.html

URGENT AND

During the summer of 2016. a
Washtenaw resident who had not

traveled outside of the county was We published five opioid reports in

diagnosed with Lyme disease. Until 2016, providing timely information
E M E R G E N T then, local cases of Lyme disease on opioid-related overdoses and
had been attributed to travel to deaths. There were 59 opioid-
west Michigan or other states. Of related deaths in Washtenaw
the 17 cases of Lyme in County residents in 2016, a two-
| S S U E S Washtenaw residents in 2016, fold increase since 2011. The
four were likely exposed within the median age of opioid-related death

Food
sanitarians
assisted
the state
in identi-
tying food
service estab-
lishments that may
have received straw-
berries contaminated
with Hepatitis A and
ensured the berries
were no longer avail-
able for consumption.

county.

We worked actively to resolve
a

case at a county elementary
school.

We worked closely with homeowners in a new
housing development to track, assess, and ad-
dress an elevated issue in well water.

We worked with the Michigan Department
of Agriculture and Rural Development to
investigate and mitigate a food manufacturer
that had elevated levels in the water
they used to prepare food.

Followed cases of
up on
over

among females dropped by 14
years during these same five years.
All law enforcement agencies in
the county are now trained to carry
naloxone, a medication that
rapidly reverses opioid overdoses.

MEASLES CONTROL

On the evening of October 13, 2016, a case of measles was reported

to Washtenaw County Public Health. Our nurses, epidemiology team
and communications team worked relentlessly for weeks to contain the
local measles outbreak to a single patient.

In coordination with Michigan Medicine, we confirmed the case of
measles, identified and notified individuals at risk of exposure, secured
access to the Measles, Mumps, and Rubella vaccine and immunoglob-
ulin therapy, and provided information to the public and the media.
Our nurses contacted and monitored over 50 individuals who were po-
tentially exposed to the case. This case, and our vaccination messages,
received a large amount of coverage from local and regional news out-
lets. Thankfully, no new cases of measles were identified. If Washtenaw
County Public Health had not responded so quickly and aggressively
to this local measles case, a deadly outbreak could have occurred.
Local data on reportable diseases is available on our website.



http://www.ewashtenaw.org/government/departments/public_health/disease_control/cd_data.html
http://www.ewashtenaw.org/government/departments/public_health/disease_control/cd_data.html

1,4-DIOXANE

Since the 1,4-dioxane groundwater plume under parts of Scio
Township and western Ann Arbor was discovered over 30 years ago,
Washtenaw County Public Health (WCPH) has assisted state
authorities with monitoring the plume and providing information to
the public. In 2016, 1,4-dioxane was found in shallow groundwater in
Ann Arbor, highlighting a potential new exposure pathway if
contaminated groundwater were to enter resident basements. WCPH
continued to support monitoring of the situation and provide
information to residents. We also took legal action.

Our Environmental Health Division started off the year by providing
updates about the contamination to our Board of Health and residents
who occupy or own properties in Washtenaw County with drinking
water wells that have had a past detection of 1,4-dioxane. Information
was also shared at town hall meetings organized by State
Representative Jeff Irwin and Ann Arbor Council Member Chuck
Warpehoski.

WORKING
TOGETHER
FOR HEALTH

outbreaks
occurred in multiple coun-
tries. We coordinated 113
Zika tests in Washtenaw.
Three travel-associated
cases were discovered.
There were no locally-ac-
quired cases. We conducted
surveillance and found
no evidence of the type of

was passed in
Ann Arbor, increasing the minimum
age of legal access to tobacco prod-
ucts from 18 to 21. We worked with
community partners to share
information, support, and testify for

the legislation. Needham, MA was
the first city to pass a

Tobacco 21 policy and saw

the prevalence of youth

“As the local public health authority, we feel it's
crifical for us to be involved in these decisions
moving forward. We have new rules in place

in Michigan with regard fo 1,4-dioxane, and
we're looking forward fo seeing these used to
clean up the contamination and to fully pro-

mosquito that carries Zika

smoking cut in half in five
in Washtenaw County.

We also worked with local years.

partners to take legal steps
toward protecting the

occurred

health of residents. Ann

tect our residents’ health.”

-Ellen Rabinowitz, Health Officer

Arbor Township, Scio
Township, and the Sierra
Club of Huron Valley petitioned to make the contamination an EPA

in several grocery stores in Ann Arbor when a man sprayed diluted
rat poison on ready-to-eat foods. State and federal partners, including
the FBI, were involved in the investigation. Washtenaw County

Public Health provided public information, answered questions from
the public, and reviewed foodborne illness reports for possible
connections. Fortunately, no negative health impacts were discovered.

SuperFund site. Governor Snyder signed an emergency order low-
ering the residential drinking water cleanup criterion from 85 parts
per billion (ppb) to 7.2 ppb. Finally, WCPH, along with the City of
Ann Arbor, Scio Township and the Huron River Watershed Council,
filed motions to join the lawsuit between the Michigan Department
of Environmental Quality and Gelman Sciences Inc., the responsible
party for the contamination. The motions were granted, allowing us
the opportunity to intervene in court to better protect the health of
Washtenaw County residents.

We worked with local, state and federal officials to

investigate of dry cleaning
chemicals from groundwater to indoor air in an Ann

Arbor neighborhood next to Armen Dry Cleaners. A
vapor mitigation system was installed in one building
to reduce resident exposure to the chemicals.




FINANCIALS

In-Kind

Fees and
Services
2016
Medicaid Public Health

Revenue

Federal and State
Funding

“I finally feel like | have someone who
fruly cares about my children’s
medical needs. It can be stressful
dealing with chronic illness when
you have questions, or have
frouble getting prescriptions filled
or medical supplies. Having
informed, caring people

%?%em' involved makes it a little easier.”

Health Promotion and

Disease Prevention .
Clinical and Home

Visiting Services

Communicable
Disease

(li\ommunif\? 20] 6
ssessmen .
Public Health T s
Expenses

Other
Programs

Environmental
Health



PARTNERING FOR
PUBLIC HEALTH



WE ARE
PUBLIC
HEALTH




CONTACT US

Washtenaw County
Dental Clinic

Saint Joseph Mercy Haab Health Building
111 North Huron Street

Ypsilanti, MI 48197

Phone: 734-480-4250

Registration/after hours: 877-313-6232

CONNECT
WITH US

Washtenaw County
Public Health

Human Services Building
555 Towner Street
Ypsilanti, MI 48198
Phone: 734-544-6700
Fax: 734-544-6705

Environmental Health
Division

Western Service Center

705 North Zeeb Road

Ann Arbor, M1 48103

Phone: 734-222-3800
Fax: 734-222-3930


http://www.ewashtenaw.org/smile
http://publichealth.ewashtenaw.org
http://environmentalhealth.ewashtenaw.org
https://www.facebook.com/wcpublichealth/
https://www.facebook.com/wcpublichealth/
https://twitter.com/wcpublichealth

